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// __FOREWORD __J/

Forests have always played an integral role in shaping
human civilization and sustaining the balance of life on Earth.
Among the many forest resources that support rural and tribal
livelihoods, tendu leaves (Diospyros melanoxylon) hold a place of
unique socio-economic significance in India.

The author has presented in-depth insights into the
ecological, economic, legal, and social dimensions of tendu
leaf management, reflecting both academic understanding
and field-based experience.

The work stands out for its bilingual presentation,
which makes it accessible to a wider audience, including
forestry trainees, researchers, and grassroots workers
involved in forest-based livelihoods.

The detailed description of collection, processing, and
trade mechanisms, along with policy frameworks, provides a
holistic perspective essential for sustainable forest resource
management.

I am confident that this book will serve as a valuable
reference for professionals and students in forestry and allied
sectors, and will inspire continued research and awareness on
the vital role of non-timber forest products in rural
developmentand conservation.



I congratulate Mr. Alok Jaiswal for his sincere efforts
and dedication in bringing forth this work, which truly
captures the essence of “the lives within the leaves.”

V. Thirunavukarasu, IFS
APCCF & Principal,
CASFOS, Coimbatore.
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Forests have always been the cradle of life, nurturing
countless forms of existence and providing sustenance to
communities for generations. Among the diverse treasures
they hold, tendu leaves (Diospyros melanoxylon) occupy a
unique and significant place in India's rural and forest
economy. For millions of forest dwellers, especially tribal
families, these small green leaves are not merely a forest
product — they are a means of livelihood, culture, and
dignity.

This book, “Tendu Leaves: The Lives Within the Leaves”, is
an attempt to document the complete journey of tendu leaves
— from the forest floor to the final markets — and to highlight
their socio-economic and ecological importance. It explores
how the collection, processing, and trade of tendu leaves form
the backbone of one of India's largest non-timber forest
products (NTFP) industries, providing employment and
empowerment to countless rural households.

The chapters of this book are designed to give readers a
holistic view — covering the botanical aspects of tendu,
traditional and scientific methods of collection, policy
frameworks, trade mechanisms, and the challenges of
sustainability. Efforts have also been made to present field
experiences and local practices that reflect the ground realities
faced by forest-dependent communities.



Through this work, I wish to acknowledge the silent
contribution of the millions of tendu leaf collectors, whose
hard work sustains both nature and livelihoods. Their
dedication not only supports the bidi industry but also
strengthens India's commitment to inclusive and sustainable
forest management.

I hope this book will serve as a useful reference for
forestry trainees, officers, researchers, and anyone interested
in understanding the complex yet fascinating world of minor
forest produce management.

This humble effort is dedicated to all those who live
“within the leaves” — the unseen hands that keep our forests
and traditions alive.

Alok Jaiswal
SFS 2023-25 Officer Trainee
CASFOS Coimbatore
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Finally, this book is a humble tribute to the tendu leaf
collectors and forest-dependent communities of India, whose
hard work sustains both nature and livelihoods. Their lives
and efforts are the true inspiration behind every page of this
book.

Alok Jaiswal

This book is dedicated to the millions of forest-dependent
communities and tendu leaf collectors of India, whose
hard work sustains both livelihoods and traditions.
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Introduction to Tendu Patta

Tendu leaves (Diospyros melanoxylon) are one of the
most important non-timber forest products (NTFPs) in India.
They are widely used for making bidis (traditional hand-
rolled cigarettes), which form a major cottage industry
providing livelihood to millions of rural and tribal families.
The collection, processing, and trade of tendu leaves play a
significant role in the economy of central and eastern India,
especially in states like Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Maharashtra, and Jharkhand.

Tendu leaves are collected during the summer season,
usually from May to June, when the leaves mature and are
suitable for plucking. The activity engages lakhs of forest
dwellers, particularly tribal communities, who depend on this
seasonal income for their sustenance.

The importance of tendu leaves is not just economic but
also social and cultural, as the trade is linked with rural
employment, cooperative societies, and forest protection
mechanism.

Fi. 1. Tendu plant



¥V ALRW A
dq 9cdT b1 IRE

ﬁiqc_tﬂ (Diospyros melanoxylon) HIRd & A& Hecd U;Uf 3R
AT ITET (NTFPs) F A UH & | A &1 ATUD IYANIT et GRURB &ley
A TeTTg SiTelarett RIore) Terrel 3 BT 8, S U T Bl JeoT &
3 ST ATt e 3nfearit uRart B ehiad! are & & |
deued! @1 AT, THRFBIT 3R AR A TG Yl oRa o)
1R # He@ YUT [P &b foraATar 2, faoy B FeyaeT,
BTG, NS, FASRISE 3T SRS o Aol 3 |

deuat AR wR araft & Arer A, AL A ofg & 7 Farfaa
fepu SITd &, ST U uRue &1 &2 disel Ao &1 31 & | 3 arfartafer
# oAt gerarfl, faQuer anfeandt Jee, onfder B E o 33
A 3T R 39t S & fou ferafz 2 E | dgu @1 e
bact 3 & <1l afes Arenfors 3 Hizpias it 2, wiifs garw
ATATR IATHIOT AR, AEHTE AfHT T 31 qeT AT T A ST g3l
gl

Fi. 2. Tendu plant

[/ Chapter2 Jf

Botanical and Ecological Aspects
of Tendu

The tendu tree (Diospyros melanoxylon) belongs to the
family Ebenaceae. It is a medium-sized deciduous tree that
grows abundantly in dry deciduous forests of central and
eastern India. The tree is known for its thick bark, strong
wood, and leathery leaves which are ideal for bidi making.

The tree grows well in regions with annual rainfall
between 1000-1500 mm and thrives in sandy loam or lateritic
soils. It is mostly found in mixed forests along with teak, sal,
mahua, and bamboo. The leaves of tendu are smooth, oval-
shaped, and 4-7 cmlong.

Apart from its use in bidi making, tendu also has
ecological importance. The tree helps in soil conservation,
provides shade, and acts as a food source for many herbivores.
Its flowers and fruits support pollinators and birds, thus
maintaining ecological balance in forest ecosystems.

e '-"_.‘-_’ -
Fig. 3. Tendu leaf



¥V ALY 4
dq T areufe va uTiRfRerfaes e

dg @1 geT (Diospyros melanoxylon) TaerRi (Ebenaceae)
BT BT A & | TS FEIH 3MTBR BT JUIITcT &7 & ST et Td gt
HIRA & P TUTaTelt Ielt 3 gR AT 3 UTAT ST & | $F gaT &bt A
BIcT, Bol cidbs! 3R TS =Y ufeaart 521 et Fefiet & forw Suget
FATAT S |

A geT 3 &1511 3 37 A8 TS & OI8T dliic aui 1000-
1500 T37ef & &= Bl & eI Iefs leie AT cieTse e 3 I8 31
YegdT 2 | TE UTT: THTYE aeit 3 T oirar 2, STat S39cb A1 AP,
AT, A3 3R T S g oft 301 F | gy Riepet, SigpR &1 &
TSTeTeh! STaTS cToTa7oT 4-7 AT BT 2 |

it TeTer &b IUNOT & IreTTaT g, b1 wRRafad Fea ot B
IE geT T ATV F TETIH &, BT YaTel BT & 3R By MBI
Sitat o foTu afieTel &1 AT & | $27db Taet 312 Uset TR 3ol aTet et
derr uférit @l FewT <d &, foreey aer wiRReiferest dr 3 Jgeter g
EdTe |

[/ Chapter3

Collection and Processing of
Tendu Leaves

Tendu leaves are collected mainly during the summer
season, from April to June, when the new flush of tender
leaves appears. These tender leaves are soft, flexible, and
suitable for rolling bidis. Collection is usually done by local
villagers, who are trained and engaged under forest
management contracts.

The process involves careful plucking of leaves without
damaging the tree. Collectors use small knives or simply
pluck with hands, ensuring that the central shoot is not
harmed so that the tree continues to regenerate.

After collection, leaves are bundled into small packets
(phadis) of 50 leaves each. These bundles are dried in shade to
retain their flexibility and green color. Direct sunlight is
avoided, as it makes the leaves brittle. Once dried, the bundles
are packed and transported to storage centers for grading.

Grading is done based on size, texture, and quality of
the leaves. Larger, smooth leaves are considered premium
quality for bidi rolling. Poor-quality or damaged leaves are
separated and sold for alternative uses.

Selection of Collection Centers (Phads)

Generally, in different regions of the state, the collection
of tendu leaves starts from the third week of April and



continues till the first week of June. Due to local climatic
conditions, the commencement and completion of tendu leaf
collection may differ by about 15-20 days. In the tendu leaf
producing areas, villagers collect the leaves. They prepare
bundles of about 48 to 52 leaves and bring them to the
collection centers, which are called Phads. The standard
number of leaves in one bundle is fixed at 50.

The selection of sites for Phads is extremely important.
The locations of collection centers for different units are
determined years in advance. While selecting Phad sites,
rocky, stony lands, dried streams, or sources are given
preference. Farmlands or soil-based areas are not considered
suitable for Phads. However, before finalizing the site, it
should be ensured that the place is not affected by termites. If
no alternative site is available, then termite treatment must be
carried out with insecticides before the start of collection by
the collection clerk (Phad Munshi) and officer.

A report (Panchanama) of this process must be prepared,
signed by village council members, head (Sarpanch), primary
committee chairman, and one member of the committee's
managing board residing in the village. If the chairman,
supporting officer, or committee manager is available, their
signatures must also be obtained. After appointment by the
competent authority, a letter of appointment is issued to the
purchaser to operate the purchasing center.

While deciding additional Phad sites, availability of
water, accessibility for trucks, and convenience of transport
must be considered. The site should be shady but not directly
under trees. Before starting operations, the place should be
cleaned as per requirement. If the site has movement of

animals, fencing must be installed for security of collected
leaves. In cases where a purchaser is appointed, it is advisable
that he or his representative inspects the site before starting
the collection and gives consent.

If under any circumstances additional Phads apart from
those listed are required, they may be opened in places other
than reserved/protected forest areas, rocky terrains, and river
streams, with the recommendation of the District Unit and the
permission of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests.

Phads should be opened at locations not far from
trucking points, so that extra expenditure can be avoided and
transportation of tendu leaves can be done easily.

Pruning

Pruning is the foremost important activity for ensuring
the quality of tendu leaves. When shrubs and small plants
arising from "root-suckers" are cut at the ground level, the
process is called pruning. Essentially, this is stump-shooting.
As a result of pruning, the leaves that sprout are not only
greater in quantity but also show improvement in size, color,
and quality. An additional benefit of pruning is that good
quality leaves become available 40-50 days after pruning, well
before the onset of the monsoon, making timely collection
possible. Pruning should be carried out between 15th
February and 15th March.

Generally

Traditionally, pruning is carried out only in tendu leaf
producing areas near settlements, where villagers can easily
access and collect the leaves. Pruning is not practiced in areas



with dense forests. For pruning, sharp small axes or tools are
used. The cut shoots should not be split or damaged. If the cut
is improper and the shoot splits, the chances of leaf sprouting
reduce significantly. Pruning should be carried out about 1-2
centimeters below ground level.

Pruning is usually carried out between 15th February
and 15th March. However, considering the vastness of the
state, its spread, and climatic variations, local information
should be considered while carrying out the work. Early or
delayed pruning does not yield the desired results. Therefore,
all district unions must complete pruning work compulsorily
by 15th March.

,'-;'»- .-'..'_ ".

Fig. 5. Tendu leaves collection
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Fig. 5. Tendu leaves collection
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Trade and Economics of
Tendu Leaves

Tendu leaves form the backbone of the bidi industry in
India. The trade of these leaves is one of the largest non-timber
forest products (NTFP) activities in the country. Every year,
millions of standard bags of tendu leaves are collected and
sold through government-regulated markets.

The state forest departments or federations act as the
primary agencies that purchase tendu leaves from collectors.
The collection price is fixed in advance, ensuring fair wages
for rural laborers. This system eliminates exploitation by
middlemen and guarantees that a major share of the profit
reaches thelocal community.

The economic importance of tendu leaves isimmense

+  They contribute significantly to state revenue.

+  Provide seasonal employment to lakhs of tribal and
rural families.

+  Support the bidi manufacturing sector, which employs
over 4 million workers in India.

The trade is highly organized. Leaves collected in
bundles are transported to storage godowns, where grading,
bagging, and auctioning take place. Contractors and bidi
manufacturers participate in the auction process, and revenue
is shared between the state, the forest development
federation, and the collectors.
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[/ Chapter5 ff

Legal and Policy Framework of
Tendu Leaves

The trade of tendu leaves in India is governed by a well-
defined legal and policy framework. Since tendu leaves are
considered a Minor Forest Produce (MFP), their collection and
trade areregulated by the respective State Governments.

Historically, private contractors exploited local
communities by paying very low wages. To eliminate this
exploitation, several states nationalized the trade of tendu
leaves in the 1960s and 1970s. Under this system, the state
forest departments, state federations, or cooperatives directly
purchase tendu leaves from collectors at fixed rates.

Key legal and policy measures include

1. Nationalization Acts - States such as Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Odisha brought tendu
leaf trade under government control

2. Price Fixation - Each year, before the collection season,
the government declares a procurement price for
collectors.

3. Forest Rights Act (2006) - Recognizes the rights of tribal
and forest dwellers over Minor Forest Produce,
including tendu leaves.



4. Minimum Support Price (MSP) Scheme - Implemented ' ‘

by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to ensure fair

remuneration for collectors of MFP. ﬁiﬂﬁﬁ T Taferes va SaeTa ST
5. Cooperative Structure - Revenue sharing model

ensures that a major portion of profits is transferred to

primary collectors.

Thus, the legal framework not only protects the rights of ATl 3 ofg Teet BT T U e faftres wet <ftfey oref afr &
tribal collectors but also ensures transparency, fair wages, and 3iqeta fds 2 ST 2 | ek dg Ut o7 aeirast (MFP) @t Soft 3 ama
sustainable forest management. 2, SATIU Sicb BT Ud IR BT forisior Adferd It AZhRI &b

el Blare |

gd 3 feralt SdhaT ammefion 37 anfeari &1 enuvr dd & 3R
TEd P I ol & | S MNYUT Bl HAT Bel BIeTE 1960-1970
b TP H Py AT of dg e b RTUTR BT AT BT 2 e | 5
RIIRATH IS ot fTaT9T, AT AG 31eTaT Ageprl AreAfort Af ey
ATED! A TAYETER IR Ucd! ot BE B & |

7= ferferes va ftferma Surr
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2. Hed foreriRor - IR au HIAET A A Usel PR gRI IS
o Ara fpar ST e |

3. I 3MeeR sifaferra (2006) - 9 snfearh vd gaarRa=t
& 3fAPBRI B AreIar & 97 B, oI ergaeust (MFP) o=y
g et enfrer g |

4.  EqH JHLIT AT (MSP) Aroter-3niearsht AT b FHATerT
BRI oMY, forery et &l 3fera aniefdes Jfafdaa arars |

5.  AshI ol - AT ATSI Alsc] b 3iddid ollH bl I87 &A1
UTeIfaHeh HaATEeh! bl FATATATI ThT ST |




A YBR fafery oran o dsact anfeandt Homee! siferart ot zam ' Chapter 6 ‘
HAT &, dfces uRefefdr, 3frd Horgdl vd Jdd dergderst A Jlefdaa
T Collection, Storage and Processing of

Tendu Leaves

The process of tendu leaf collection is highly labour-
intensive and provides seasonal employment to millions of
tribal and rural families. The quality of tendu leaves depends
largely on the method of collection, storage, and processing.

1. Collection

Purchase at Collection Centre (Phad)

+  After bundling tendu leaves, villagers start bringing
them to the collection centres (Phad) from 4:00 p.m.,
where they are purchased and stored by the Phad clerk.
At the time of purchase, both the Phadmunsi and the
poshakadhikari must ensure by checking that each
bundle contains the prescribed number of good-quality
tendu leaves suitable for bidi making. This process
should focus only on the quality of leaves and be
regulated in such a way that collectors are not
unnecessarily troubled. The committee manager,
supervising officer, planning officer, and other
monitoring officials should also verify the number of
leaves in the bundles on-site.If, due to absence, the
appointed purchaser fails to be present in time, and the
purchase of bundles cannot be completed on time, strict
action will be taken against the concerned Phad clerk
and Phad officer.



The tendu leaf bundles brought by each collector should
be counted, and after counting, they should be arranged
from east to west for drying in such a way that the stalks
of the leaves face west. Sets of 10x10 bundles should be
made.

Under no circumstances should bundles be dried under
the shade of trees or in shady areas. If, due to rain, the
bundles become wet, they should be spread inside
houses overnight and brought back to the Phad the next
morning.

Collection starts in May-June, when fresh leaves
mature.

Collectors pluck tender leaves carefully without
damaging the plant.

Leaves are bundled into small packs (called phadis) and
delivered to collection centers.

After pruning, tendu leaves become ready within 40 to
50 days. Their identification is that the leaves turn green
and shine on the bushes. If the same leaf yellows or falls
down, it should be considered unsuitable for collection.

Tender leaves should never be plucked forcibly.
Leaves must not be torn along with twigs. If leaves are
plucked prematurely, they turn hard, thick, and
unsuitable for trade. Thus, collection should begin only
when leaves naturally change color and are fully
mature.

After the first two days of plucking, the collection of
tendu leaves should be stopped for the next two days so
that the plucked leaves do not reach the collection center
(Phad). Information about how long the Phad will

remain operational should be given in advance to the
villagers by the Phad Munshi one day before the
commencement of collection, so that unnecessary
plucked leaves are not brought.

Before starting the plucking of tendu leaves, the
appointed contractor should establish a clear agreement
in advance regarding the method of leaf collection and
inform the villagers beforehand.

Immediately after making an entry in the Daily
Collection Register, details of the collected tendu leaves
should be recorded in the collector's card with serial
numbers, markings, and words by the Phad clerk. The
collector's card should then be returned to the collectors
immediately.

The purchase of tendu leaves must be completed with
certainty. At the time of purchase, ensuring good-
quality tendu leaves cannot always be guaranteed. If the
inflow of leaves at a Phad is high, the Phad clerk may
assign assistants as needed to count each bundle
separately.

It has been observed in past years that in several
committees, tendu leaves of poor quality brought by
collectors are not rejected by the Phad in-charge and
Phad clerk. Therefore, if substandard leaves are brought
to the Phad, they must not be purchased. The decision
regarding leaf quality will be taken by the Phad in-
charge/Phad clerk, but due importance should also be
given to the opinion of the buyer's representative
appointed inadvance.



Storage

Leaves are sun-dried for 6-7 days to reduce moisture.
Bundles are tied with local threads or tendu stalks.

At the collection centers, leaves are graded (based on
size, color, and texture).

Order of Preference for Warehouses

1.

District Union located Federation Warehouse - first
preference (if available)

Capital/Nearest District Union located Federation
Warehouse - next preference (if available)

Circle/Division level Federation warehouse - next in
order if available

District Union located private warehouse - next in order
ifavailable

Nearby District Union located private warehouse - next
in order if available

Circle-level private warehouse - next in order if
available

Federation warehouse located outside the circle/
division - nextin order if available

3.

Private warehouse located outside the division - as per
above priority order for departmental storage of tendu
leaves

Processing

Preparation of Bundles (Gaddi Banana)

<+

After plucking leaves from morning till noon, villagers
usually bundle the leaves and bring them to the Phad, or
they prepare suitable bundles of leaves in their homes.
In every region, villagers collect leaves, make bundles at
home, and then bring them. A standard bundle consists
of 50 leaves suitable for bidi making, which is
considered one "Gaddi". However, practically, a
standard bundle may have 2 leaves more or less, but
collectors should be advised to prepare bundles with
exactly 50 good-quality leaves.

While preparing bundles, 25 leaves are kept with their
stalks on one side and the other 25 on the opposite side
so that the rough surfaces face inward. Two relatively




larger tendu leaves are placed on the top of the bundle to
protect the inner leaves from damage during binding.
Each bundle of 50 leaves is tied in the middle with a
thread. The binding should neither be too tight (causing
cuts in the leaves) nor too loose (causing the bundle to
open during storage).

After binding, the bundle should be pressed lightly with
its flat side facing upward to ensure firmness. The
weight should be kept moderate so that if termites
attack at the Phad site, they do not cut through the
binding thread, otherwise the entire bundle of leaves
will scatter.

Usually, the binding is done at home during the
afternoon. To ensure the quality of tendu leaves, during
this time, Phad Munshi should supervise the villagers'
binding process and ensure that only good-quality
leaves suitable for bidi making are bundled. This

activity is very important and necessary because,
through this sorting process, unsuitable leaves will not
reach the Phad. The merchants should also promote and
encourage this practice.

Leaves are packed into standard-size bundles (50 leaves
per bundle).

These bundles are stored in godowns with proper
ventilation.

Before auction or sale, moisture levels are tested to
maintain quality.

Appointment and Duties of Phad Munshi

<+

At each phad (collection center), the person who has
been traditionally working as a phad munshi over the
years, or any other suitable person, will be selected by
the Management Committee of the Primary Selection
Committee.

The appointment of the phad munshi must be made
within the first week of the phad opening, so that official
work can be conducted properly.

The phad munshi should be honest, sensible, and
literate.

The person should not have had any record of
irregularities in previous years.

In years where irregularities such as misappropriation
or underpayment below the Minimum Support Price
occurred, no phad munshi shall be appointed at those
collection centers.

For appointment, it is mandatory that the phad munshi
enters into an agreement with the phad munshi
committee and deposits the following amount as
security:

Each phad munshi shall deposit a security amount of
310,000 (ten thousand rupees only) in the name of the



Managing Director, District Union, through Demand
Draft.

Alternatively, the amount may be deposited in National
Savings Certificates in favor of the Managing Director,
District Union.

This amount will be refunded after the contract period is
over, provided no irregularity has been committed by
the phad munshi.

The phad munshi should be between 18-59 years of age,
so thatheis eligible for group insurance benefits.

If the phad munshi is unable to deposit the demand
draft amount, he must present a Solvency Certificate of
%10,000/ - as security.

The main duties of the PhadMunshi

1.

Select a suitable location for setting up the depot, install
fencing for security, and arrange lighting at the depot
during the night as needed. Ensure that purchases are
completed before sunrise each day.

Collect/purchase bundles of good-quality leaves
suitable for making bidis, record the entry in the bundle
book and collectors' cards, and return the collector's
card immediately. Inspect the quality of leaves in the
bundles. Each bundle must contain between 48 to 52
leaves. Bundles with fewer leaves will not be
purchased.

Atthe phad, arrange bundles of tendu leaves in stacks of
10x10.

Pay collectors' wages at the prescribed rate in the
presence of the appointed depot clerk and designated

10.

representatives, or prepare a list and enter the payment
details in the software. Under no circumstances should
cash payments be made without governmentapproval.

Send daily progress reports on collection, signed by
yourself and the depot officer, to the Managing Officer
atthe committee headquarters.

The Phad Munshi will be fully responsible for the
security of tendu leaves at the depot until their
transportation is completed.

Provide required information during inspections
conducted by officials/employees involved in tendu
leaf operations, the manager of the Primary Forest
Produce Cooperative Society, and the chairman.

After storms or strong winds, collect and safely store
leaves at the depot that have not yet been transported.

Maintain and prepare records as per the prescribed
forms for the depot.

Ensure that tendu leaves from outside state are not
collected, and that leaves from other states do not come
to the village depot. Also, ensure that leaves are not
stored in village households. Inform the Beat
Guard/Range Officer/ Assistant Ranger/Forest Ranger
if such cases occur.

Records Maintained by Phad Munshi

The following records will be maintained by the Phad Munshi:

4
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+

Tendu Leaves Collection and Wage Card
Daily Progress Report
Pocket Ledger of Phad Munshi



+ Bag Filling Register (in case purchaser is not yet
appointed)

+  TenduLeaves Collection and Wage Card Register
TenduLeaf Transportation Form

As per the purchaser's requirement, apart from the
above, it is the responsibility of the Phad Munshi to make
entries in the Daily Book of purchases made by collectors and
prepare the payment list. To ensure timely weekly payments,
it is mandatory that the Phad Munshi records the daily
purchases online and by the last day of the week calculates the
payable amount for the collected leaves. For payment
purposes, collectors must submit their claims to the manager.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Phad Supervisor
appointed at the Phad

+  To prepare the list of wage payments for collectors (by
Phad Munshi or others), ensure that they receive timely
and correct payments, and verify that entries are being
recorded in the Collection Card.

+ To remain present daily at the Phad, supervise the
number of bundles collected, verify the number of
leaves in each bundle, check the quality of leaves, and
ensure proper entry in the Daily Register and Collection
Card.

+  Tosupervise the daily activities of the Phad.

To inspect the records maintained by the Phad Munshi
atthe collection center.

+  To prepare daily progress reports (by both Phad
Munshi and self) and submit them to the Supervising
Officer, keeping him informed about the progress of
Phad operations.

+  To follow the instructions issued by the Supervising
Officer and other senior officers.

Responsibilities & Duties of Primary Minor Forest
Produce Cooperative Society Manager

1.  The manager shall work under the supervision and
direction of the Board of Directors of the institution.

2. He shall be responsible for the administration of the
institution, convene meetings of the Board of Directors
as per the annual general meeting and instructions of
the Chairman, remain present, record the proceedings
of such meetings in the related registers/books, and
sign/ensure signatures on them.

3. Receive all correspondence addressed to the society,
respond on behalf of the society, and bring special
matters to the attention of the Board of Directors.

4. Handle all correspondence related to general
administration of the society, provide all necessary
information to the members, and with the approval of
the Chairman, correspond on specific matters

5. Present audit reports before the Board of Directors
without delay, promptly resolve discrepancies
mentioned in the reports, and submit the report
approved by the Board within one month to the
Auditor/ District Union/Registrar.

6.  Manage and supervise the daily work and business of
the institution.

7. Deposit cash in the bank if it exceeds the prescribed
limit.

8.  Prepare legal cases for recovery of the society's dues
with the consent of the Board of Directors.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Execute all tasks assigned from time to time by the
concerned District Union and Federation.

Bear responsibility for the executive administration of
the committee, receive daily correspondence, and reply
on behalf of the committee. Collect, compile, and send
information related to collection, transportation, and
payment from the phads (collection centers) to the
District Union.

Maintain the cashbook and other records of the
committee regularly. As soon as vouchers are provided
by the supervising officer, enter them in the cashbook.

During the collection period, accompany the
supervising officer or otherwise visit collection centers
(phads) and give necessary directions to the phad clerks
to ensure proper compliance in tendu leaf collection.

Obtain nominations of every collector family under the
Tendu Leaf Group Insurance Scheme for members other
than the head of the collector family, and for the head
under the Rajmohini Devi Insurance Scheme, and keep
records in the committee office.

Within one month after the end of the tendu leaf
collection season, based on the Collection and
Remuneration Card Register, promptly prepare a
complete and final statement of the number of
male/female collectors by age group and caste-wise in
each phad family and send one signed copy to the
Registrar's Office and another copy to the District Union
Office.

Each tendu leaf male/female collector will be made a
member of the Primary Cooperative Society by
charging ¥ 1 as membership fee and X10 as share fee. The

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

received amount must be officially receipted, deposited
in the society's savings account, and entered in the
cashbook.

The Chairman/Managing Director of the Primary
Committee, District Union/Deputy Managing
Director/District Union/Deputy Divisional Forest
Officer/Range Officer will perform all tasks assigned by
the Minor Forest Produce Federation.

Transportation of tendu leaves collected / purchased at
depots must be ensured at the depots, and the purchaser
must be informed within two days.

The purchaser's representative must ensure
transportation of tendu leaves on the basis of the records
entered in the maintenance register.

If for any reason the green tendu leaves
collected/purchased at depots cannot be handed over
to the purchaser, the authorities must be informed, and
alternate arrangements must be made.

Ensure the correct number of bundles of matured tendu
leaves packed in sacks is provided to the purchaser at
the depot.

Duties & Responsibilities of Nodal Officers

1.

The nodal officer will ensure that the list of payments to
collectors is entered online and sent to the District
Union. They must ensure that the payment amount
reaches the collectors correctly.

Payment for tendu leaves purchased at collection
centers under the committee's jurisdiction will be made
through the depot clerk/depot superintendent, and the



amount will be transferred online to the collectors'
accounts.

In special circumstances, if permission is obtained from
the government, the amount directly deposited into the
collectors' accounts must be certified and sent to the
committee.

If the purchaser is not appointed in time, the allocated
vehicle must deliver empty sacks to the depots on time
and return the unused sacks to the headquarters after
completion of work.

At each collection center, during collection, it must be
ensured that the bundles contain the specified number
of leaves, are tied according to instructions, and consist
of leaves suitable for bidi making. Inspection and
control must be carried outaccordingly.

If the purchaser is not appointed, timely turning,
drying, and related tasks must be monitored to maintain
the quality of leaves.

If the purchaser is not appointed, supervision and
control must be ensured as per directions for watering
dry tendu leaves (if required), followed by timely
packing of leaves into sacks.

If the purchaser is not appointed, coordination must be
done to transport the filled sacks from the society depot
or "truck/lorry point" to the main warehouse as soon as
possible.

For transportation, arrangement of transportation
permits as per rules, along with verification of the
details of leaves being transported. In special
circumstances, if cash payments are made to collectors

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

as per government approval, it must be ensured—
through the assistance of staff, officers, or non-official
members present at the depots—that the collectors
receive their remuneration correctly and on time.

Provide necessary instructions to the depot clerk and
depot superintendent to ensure the quality and proper
safety of the leaves.

Conduct necessary inspection and control of the records
maintained by depot clerks/superintendents and
obtain daily progressreports.

Ensure proper control over the transportation of tendu
leaves stored at society depots in standard sacks
through authorized transporters/other means as per
rules.

In the absence of advance purchaser appointment, in
case of an emergency, make alternative arrangements
for transportation of tendu leaf bags.

If no advance purchaser is appointed, ensure that tendu
leaves covered with disposed bags are not transported
under any circumstances, regardless of dry or favorable
weather.

Conduct sample inspection of the number of vehicles
used for filled bags at the collection center.

Storage quantity in the permanent warehouse is not
compared with the stock at collection centers.
Information should be gathered, and the collection clerk
should be provided with the required bags, ropes,
staplers, and records, and commission should be paid
accordingly.



17.

18.

In the absence of advance purchaser appointment,
provide advance funds to the warehouse in-charge for
transportation to temporary warehouses and related
expenses, and obtain payment receipts.

If an officer fails to return the remaining cash amount on
time due to negligence of duty, the responsible officer
shall be punished under the Chhattisgarh Working,
Appeal and Control Rules.

Importance of Quality Control

Well-dried, green, flexible, and undamaged leaves fetch
higher prices.

Poor-quality leaves result in rejection or low pricing.

Hence, collectors are trained in scientific collection and

storage methods.

5.

<+

Treatment of Tendu Leaves

On the fourth day of storage, the bundles should be
pressed from the middle and turned upside down. This

is because the leaves expand after drying, which may
cause fungus growth in between, and moisture and
warm air may get trapped inside. As a result, the leaves
may turn black and deteriorate. After turning, the
bundles must remain tightly packed with each other.
Otherwise, after drying, the bundles may loosen, and air
may disturb the arrangement of the stacks.

After three more days of drying (i.e., on the eighth day),
the bundles should be opened and the upper and lower
parts checked. If the leaves break easily, it means they
aredry. If they donot break, then they should be dried in
sunlight for one more day.

After drying, smaller stacks of around 2000 bundles
each should be made. Immediately after the period
mentioned above, the bundles must be stacked.
Otherwise, the central leaves may turn excessively red
due to sunlight, reducing their quality. If it rains after
stacking, the bundles must be shaken and spread out
again for drying before re-stacking; otherwise, the
leaves may develop stains.

Watering and Bag Filling

Bag filling is a very important and delicate task in which
proper care is needed to maintain the quality of tendu
leaves. The process of filling should be done in the
evening, about 1-2 hours before sunset. In bundles of
2000 leaves, around 20 liters of water should be
sprinkled in the evening. Half an hour after sprinkling,
the leaf heaps should be turned upside down so that
excess water does not accumulate. Immediately after
this, the heap should be covered properly with a wet



cloth or empty sack, so that evaporation is prevented
and all bundles remain soft.

While filling bags, the corners of the bags should be tied
with string, and enough pressure should be applied
from below so that the bundles are properly compacted.
After preparing the bag, one must check if the leaves
have softened by slightly opening the covering sack. If
softened, 3 bundles should be pressed tightly with
another 3 bundles. About 125 bundles should be
arranged tightly inside one bag.

Bundles must be arranged layer by layer, pressing each
layer firmly from above and below until the bag is filled.
This process ensures that not only more bundles fit into
a bag but also that the bag remains strong and easy to
transport without the risk of breaking during loading/
unloading.

If, during weighing at the warehouse, a bag is found
underweight, it indicates that the filling at that
particular phad (collection center) was not done
properly.

The Phad Munshi will remain present at the site to
supervise the bag filling and will report all details from
time to time to the designated Nodal Officer.

Bag Stitching

Before stitching filled bags, a slip must be written and
placed inside each bag in such a way that its details can
be read. This slip should contain the number of bundles,
date of bag filling, name and signature of the Phad
Munshi and Phad Officer. The bag's mouth should be

stitched in such a way that it does not remain loose, and
no tendu leaves get pressed under the stitches.

Fig. 11. Bag stitching and labelling

The stitching of bags must be done on both sides with
proper knots, not with a single straight stitch. The
number of bundles must be written on both sides
equally.

After filling and stitching, necessary entries should be
made on the stencil attached to the bags. At the
collection center, bags should be kept open for 2-3 days
to allow moisture to dry completely. If the bags become
wet due to rain after filling, their stitches must be
opened, leaves dried again, and then restitched. Moist
bags keptin godowns cause leaf spoilage.

No one should sit or sleep on newly filled bags, as the
tendu leaves inside the bundles may get crushed and
damaged.

After drying, the bags should be stored in a dry, safe
building in the village. If no building is available, they
must be stored in a hut made of thatch or bamboo.

Tendu Leaf Transportation

The leaves will be transported to the main godown by
trucks. transportation contractors will be appointed



through tenders/auctions by the office of the Chief
Conservator of Forests and Managing Director.

Since there is a lack of sufficient space in the godown
premises for storing large numbers of bags,
transportation from the phad (collection center) to the
main godown must be done directly.

Even if there is no possibility of rain, it is mandatory for
the transporter to cover the bags with tarpaulin for
safety. Only after covering with tarpaulin should the
transport permit be issued.

In each transport trip, after recording the details of bags
in Annexure-16 by the Assistant Regional Manager, a
declaration must be made regarding the actual number
of bags and the standard number of bags per trip.

When Purchaser is Appointed in Advance

<+

It will be the responsibility of the purchaser that the
mark printed on the bags supplied by the District Union
must be cut clearly before filling. If any bag is found
during transportation without its mark cut, it will be
treated as illegal storage and transportation and will be
punishable.

The purchaser must mark the numbering on the bags
supplied by the District Union as well as on his own
bags. The District Union's name, Primary Committee's
name, Purchaser's name, Phad's name, Bag number of
the Phad, and number of bundles must be clearly
marked in green color.

At the warehouse, the warehouse bag number must be
clearly marked in green. If green was used in the
previous year, then in the current year the color should

9.

be changed to red or any other color. The color will be
rotated every year.

Warehousing

When Purchaser is Not Appointed in Advance

4

On arrival of bags at the main warehouse, as per the
transport permit, the bags will be counted and verified.
The name of the Phad, bag number, and number of
bundles written on each bag must tally with the bag-
wise list (Form No. 16) attached with the permit.

Where the bundle-wise details in Form No. 16 match,
the information marked on the bags will also be verified.
A verification report (Panchanama) of such bags will be
prepared by the Warehouse Incharge.

This information will be immediately communicated by
the Warehouse Incharge to the Divisional Manager,
District Union, and the concerned Area
Officer/Inspecting Officer through mobile phone and
by letter.

The Warehouse Incharge, through his assistants, will
thoroughly inspect all bags - those that can be kept
uprightand those that need to be opened.

By cutting the sutli (jute rope) and putting a hand inside
the bag, they will check whether the tendu leaves are
properly filled and dried. If heat is felt, it indicates that
the leaves are moist. Such bags will be reopened and
exposed to air until completely dry.

Only after the bag is fully dried will it be stitched again
and stored in the warehouse.

Often, it has been reported that warehouse staff do not
actually open the bags and only check from the outside.



Fig. 12. Filling up of Tendu leave in the bags

If they assume the leaves are dry without properly
checking, they avoid cutting open the bags - which is
completely wrong.

If such improper checking is done, moisture remains in
theleaves even after warehouse storage.

The warehouse in-charge will check 5% of the bundles
from each trip and prepare a verification report. The
counting must include bundles from every Phad
(collection center) in the trip. If, during counting, the
number of bundles in any Phad shows a shortage of
more than 10%, then an additional 5% of the bundles
from that Phad will also be counted. The warehouse in-
charge will also weigh 5% of the bundles. If a shortage of
bundles is found, a formal record will be prepared, and
the information will be immediately sent by the
warehouse in-charge to the Managing Director, District
Union, and the concerned

Transport Officer/ POPC Officer via mobile and written
communication.

If, during open transportation taken by the purchaser, a
shortage in the number of bundles in the bags is found
which was not detected at the time of warehouse
inspection, the financial loss will be recovered from the
warehouse in-charge and disciplinary action will be
taken.

The warehouse in-charge will prepare a trip-wise
reconciliation sheet of the bags received at the
warehouse and compare it with the details provided in
Regional Form No. 16 sent by the committee. This will
serve as the basis for the final reconciliation sheet. The
reconciliation sheet must be signed jointly by the
warehouse in-charge and the committee's POPC
officer/manager. This information will then be
submitted to the District Union office through proper
channels for preparing the Lot List.

For tendu leaves procurement, only those bags actually
counted in the warehouse will be entered in the Lot List.
Based on the average of the verified bags, the total
quantity sent by the Phad will be considered, as buyers
may request open transportation verification of
bundles. Any discrepancy found during Phad-wise
verification will be adjusted against the total quantity
from that Phad.

During warehousing, it must be ensured that the stacks
are arranged properly with bamboo supports, so that
there is no risk of collapse. A minimum gap of two feet
must be left between the stacks and the warehouse
walls, as well as between stacks themselves, to allow
easy movement of purchasers, their representatives,
and inspection officials during inspection.



+  Bags should not be thrown or dragged during Actions to be taken after the completion of tendu leaf
warehousing, as this can damage the bags and the tendu collection
leaves inside. The use of hooks on the bags is prohibited.
If for any reason a bag tears or its stitching opens, the
warehouse in-charge must ensure itis restitched.

+ After the collection ends, the Phadmunshi shall
mandatorily submit all registers, forms, and required
information related to tendu leaf collection to the
committee managers. The committee managers shall
ensure that all records from their respective phads are
compulsorily deposited in the committee office.

+  Special attention should be given to cleanliness inside
and around the warehouse premises. Flammable
materials or waste leaves must not be allowed to

awamTeLleils, ey ey e e A . +  After the completion of collection, the committee

managers shall prepare a caste-wise list of all collectors
based on the tendu leaf cards issued under their

+ During the rainy season, the warehouse must be
inspected to ensure that water is not leaking inside

through the roof, ventilators, or walls; otherwise, the committee and send the information to the District

stored tendu leaves may be damaged.

Union.

Electrical fittings inside the warehouse storing tendu +  The committee managers shall prepare and forward to
leaves are dangerous, as they may cause fire accidents. the District Union information on the number of
Therefore, it is necessary to disconnect electricity. In the collectors phad-wise, per capita average collection, per
absence of light, a torch should be used for placing or capita average payment, transport details, and also the
removing tendu leaves. number of collectors who collected more than 500
The tendu leaves that are excessively damaged due to bundles per phad.

rains should be stored separately in one corner of the lot +  All District Unions, as per the above, shall compile the

and must not be mixed with good quality leaves.

Before storing tendu leaves inside the warehouse, the
floor should be levelled and covered with sufficient
straw, so that the moisture from the ground does not
reach theleaves and proper aeration can be maintained.

The warehouse in-charge shall prepare two copies of the
warehouse register. One copy will remain in the
regional office, and another will be provided to the
storage agency. This register will be used to record the
number of bags and bundles during the issuance of
transport permits.

information from their subordinate committees and

submit it to the Federation Headquarters by 15th July.

Fig. 13. Tendu leaves bags are ready for Action in Warehouse
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Fig. 20. Filling up of Tendu leave in the bags
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Fig. 21. Tendu leaves bags are ready for Action in Warehouse
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Marketing and Trade Mechanism of

7.1

Tendu Leaves

Introduction

Tendu leaves are a nationalized forest produce in

several Indian states such as Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, and Odisha. The trade of tendu leaves is strictly
regulated by the State Forest Departments to ensure fair
returns to collectors and to prevent exploitation by

middlemen.

7.2 Collection and Primary Sale

+  Collectors (mainly tribal and rural communities) gather
tendu leaves during the summer season (May-June).

+  Theleaves are bundled into standard-sized bundles and
delivered to Primary Collection Centers (PCCs) set up
by the Forest Department.

+ Each collector's bundles are weighed and recorded to
ensure transparency.

7.3 Role of Forest Department and Federations

The Forest Department acts as the regulating authority.

In some states, tendu leaves are traded through State
Federations/Cooperatives (e.g., CGMFP Federation in
Chhattisgarh, MP Minor Forest Produce Federation in
Madhya Pradesh).
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7.5

These federations auction tendu leaves to traders and
bidi manufacturers.

Pricing Mechanism
ach year, the government announces a support price for
tendu leaves (per standard bag of 1000 bundles).

Collectors are paid directly through bank accounts or
cash disbursement at PCCs.

Any profit from auctions (after deducting expenses) is

shared with collectors as a bonus.

Marketing Chain

Collector >~ PCC
PCC —Federation/Forest Department
Federation — Auction/Trader — Bidi Industry

This structured chain ensures elimination of private

middlemen and maximizes benefit to local communities.

7.6

<+

Export and Emerging Opportunities

Traditionally, tendu leaves are used only for bidi rolling
inIndia.

However, there is growing international interest in
herbal wrapping leaves and eco-friendly packaging
material.

With proper processing and marketing, tendu leaves
have potential for export markets.

71

VAN A

Tagor= va =AM 9

TRa
AUt B3 R AT SR ALTYRT, Bl A9TE, HERIEE 3T

3iifSer 3 ILIRd aet 3uST & | dg Ued! &l SMIR IS def faaTar
ERI PSS A ferifra fepar sirar @ aifes Haresdiait et 3fra et farer
b 3 ferifer=it gIRT 2TTwoT ol JehT oI Jeb |

7.2

<+

7.3

TUEYT U9 T fHep fasnt
AUEdhdt (HBIT: 3fearit 3R g Fgem) afHat &
HAH (HS-oT) F g Il BT Farg B & |

Ycd bl ATelcs 3BT &b argel A dierhe rarfdres Hareor dbef
(PCCs) Uz STdT fpaT ST |

greffar et 38 |

el T HToT feTITaTe UTTerehaur cb 37U 3 Il hedT & |

FB AT 3 AU B IR AT AT / JAgBRT AfHAT=I &5
HTETH A BT & (G BRIRAONG 3 ASTUATH e, HeTgSL
# g gl A ) |

I Y dg U B ACH Beb Jee AR ST et
foraatamafi e Jad & |



7.4 JeafraiRadax

+ BN ABR dg Ul b [oTU T Heele e Ui Bl &
(1000 o8feai B T ATGTHE IR TR) |

+  Jarapdiait ol Ae db Fa b AreIH A A1 N g core
TS [T ST S |

+  cficrmeft A gle aret areT (@ Telel & d18) Bl JABHBATSN b
AT ST &b Y H AT ST |

7.5 Ao T

1. Jorgdwarl - g

2. URfRA - Ja, aafdamer

3. HH -SSR - fgi3aer

g TRIT gret feroit farifereit et T et & 3= ety
HHT D iferhda el UEaTet 2 |

7.6 TH=Idvd ¥R 3@

4+ TWIOId HU A dG Ucdl Bl SUAOT HRA H bad dISl Jellerdi
fopem STTaT® |

+ kel 3@ 3IAWREIT TR UT galet YT ofied 31 g=rfawor-
3TIdeT UdbfotoT AT 3 THB AT TGN S |

+  3fua gz 3R furer & e, dg Ut # ferafa arer @t
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Livelihood Significance &
Socio-Economic Impact of Tendu Leaves

Tendu leaves are a vital component of rural livelihoods
in India, particularly for forest-dependent communities. In
Chhattisgarh, one of India's leading producers, tendu leaf
collection directly supports thousands of tribal families. The
economic benefits include seasonal earnings, improved
household income, and opportunities for women's self-help
groups (SHGs) to participate in collection and processing.

Many villagers collaborate through SHGs and
cooperatives, enabling them to negotiate better prices and
access government schemes. Additionally, these groups have
started modest value-addition activities like packaging and
simple processing, helping retain more income locally.

Chhattisgarh stands out due to its export-oriented
procurement model and strong community participation. In
several districts, entire villages organize collective tendu leaf
drives, often under the banner of forest committees. Women
play a central role —bundling leaves, overseeing grading, and
managing local storage units. This involvement has
strengthened their economic independence and social status.

Local cooperative federations (e.g., the CGMFP
Federation) coordinate procurement, provide necessary
training, and ensure timely disbursement of payments. As a
result, many small tribal households have seen significant
improvements in their financial stability and year-round well-
being.
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Challenges & Sustainability in
Tendu Leaf Sector

The tendu leaf sector, while being economically
significant, faces several challenges that affect both collectors
and the sustainability of forests. These challenges can broadly
be categorized into ecological, economic, and social
dimensions.

Key Challenges

1.  Overexploitation of Forests

In some areas, excessive and unregulated collection has
resulted in damage to tendu bushes and associated
biodiversity. Over-stripping of leaves reduces
regeneration capacity.

2. Seasonal & Uncertain Income

Tendu leaf collection provides only short-term seasonal
income. Many families depend heavily on it but remain
economically vulnerable during the off-season.

3. Middlemen Exploitation

Despite state procurement systems, in some regions,
collectors face delays in payment or are underpaid due
tomiddlemen intervention.

4, Lack of Value Addition

Most leaves are sold raw without local processing. This
limits income opportunities and keeps tribal
communities dependent on procurement agencies.



Climate & Environmental Risks

Erratic rainfall, forest fires, and rising summer
temperatures impact the quality and timing of leaf
collection.

Sustainability Pathways

1.

Community-Based Forest Management

Strengthening Forest Protection Committees (FPCs)
and Self-Help Groups to monitor harvesting practices
ensures sustainable collection without harming
regeneration.

Training & Capacity Building
Educating collectors on scientific plucking methods,

grading, and proper bundling improves both quality
and income.

Value Addition & Local Enterprises

Establishing small-scale units for grading, packaging,
and bidi-making at village level enhances employment
and reduces dependency on external buyers.

Women's Empowerment

Encouraging women's SHGs to lead storage and quality
control activities creates inclusive and resilient
livelihoods.

Policy & Institutional Support

Ensuring timely payment, transparent auctions, and
greater cooperative involvement makes the system
fairer and sustainable.
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Appendices - URRTS)

Appendix - I: Tendu Patta Collection Calender

(AgUeIT AL Deise)

Month  Activity Remarks
(#TE) (ferfafer) (Ruyuft)
March  Preparation of forests, Forest Dept. &
(AT removal of weeds Society

(SToTeT @Y =TS,

IRUAAR &elell)
April Tender leaves appear Quality Monitoring
(B¥eT)  (etdter ufeq=t T 31me) begins
May Peak collection season Maximum
(@3) (STTTET BT TH) employment
June Decline in leaf quality End of collection

Co) (afeert @t aporaedT 3 )

season

Appendix - II: Wage & Payment Structure

(HSTGLT Ua ITAT HIT0)
Item Rate Notes
@) @) (fRwroft)
1 Standard Bag T X (state As per Govt.
=1000 leaves fixed rate) tender rules
(T eI aTSSt
=1000 Ud)
Bonus 20-30% Paid after season
(arer) of wage
Welfare Fund 20-30% Paid after season
(Be=IToT PBIY) of wage



¢ + 0+ 0+

+ ¢+ 4

Appendix - III: Role of Cooperaties

Leaf collection - (qcdt @7 Jargor)
Primary storage & drying - (JTeIfdies 7SR Td J3ITeN)
Payment to collectors - (J&salail bI oTdTel)
Link with State Federation - (3751 39 ¥ Jg1d)

Appendix - IV: Forest & Ecological Aspects

@ Ug uTRRXRrfcept ug)

Tendu (Diospyros melanoxylon) grows in dry deciduous
forests.
Important associate species: sal, mahua, bamboo.
Provides NTFP (3R-ar1ss @l 3adTg) livelihood to millions.
Conservation concern: over-plucking, fire, grazing.

Appendix - V: Legal Framework (&1 fam)
Indian Forest Act, 1927
Forest Produce (Regulation) Acts (37531 faeTy aiférforera)
PESA Act (1996) - Rights of tribals & gram sabha
FRA (2006) - Forest Rights Act

Appendix - VI: Sample Tendu Patta Storage Register

+ + 0+ 0+

(AT HSRUT o)
Date (@3)
Collector Name (Fargdbdt o7 T1eT)
Bundle Count (ersf&=1t &t 3is=m)
Verified by (Fcamua)

YRR

Appendix - VII: Glossary of Local Terms
(Tt ergTaet)
Phadi (®8t) - Primary collection centre
Bag (a1881) - Bundle of 1000 leaves
Laddoo (e78g) - 50 bundles tied together
Muniya (gferm) - Child collector/helper
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